
Gun violence in America is not a political discussion. The statistics tell us that it 
has risen to the level of a public health crisis. Now we can save lives by following a 
few simple rules and being aware of circumstances that may surround us and others 
in everyday life. Whether you are a gun owner or not, you can be a positive  
influence in ending gun violence. 

You Can Save A Life Now!

With that in mind, Grandmothers 
Against Gun Violence has created 
a new literature campaign named, 
“You Can Save a Life Now!”  
The pamphlet deals with safe gun 
storage, ERPO’s (red flag laws), 
and suicide prevention. Our main 
purpose is to educate people about 
these topics, create awareness of 
the role everyone can play and 
provide readily available resources.
Many of our gun tragedies are 
predictable and preventable. 
Everyone can play a part in their 
communities.

We are asking for the support of the community and our members  
in spreading the word in our various organizations in our community.
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We can all make a  
difference in preventing  
predictable gun tragedies  
even if we do not own a gun.

Knowing the issues ……………. over

Every day in America, lives are lost 
senselessly because a firearm was not 
securely stored, and related risks were 
not properly assessed.

Gun violence in America is not a 
political discussion anymore. The 
statistics tell us that it has risen to the 
level of being a public health crisis.

Right now, we can save lives simply by 
following a few simple rules and being 
aware of the circumstances around us in 
everyday life. 

Our goal is to provide helpful steps 
that anyone can take to help save lives. 
Focusing on safe gun storage and assessing 
risks, both as they relate to domestic 
situations and suicide, can save lives.

We can all make a  
difference in preventing  
predictable gun tragedies  
even if we do not own a gun.

Knowing the issues ……………. over

One Moment Can  
Change a Lifetime

As stated by the Harvard School  
of Public Health, “suicide with a gun  
is often an irreversible solution to 
what is often a passing crisis.” Firearms 
accounted for 23,854 suicides in 2017.

What are the Signs? *

Look for changes in mood and
behaviors: 

• Depression 
• Anxiety 
• Loss of interest 
• Irritability 
• Humiliation/Shame 
• Agitation/Anger 
• Relief/Sudden Improvement

Behaviors: 
• Aggression 
• Increased use of alcohol or drugs 
• Withdrawal 
• Isolating from family and friends 
• Different sleep patterns 
• Fatigue 
• Looking for ways to end life 
• Giving away possessions and calling    
   people to say goodbye 

Talking saves lives ..................... over

Suicide Prevention  

Have the Conversation

Extreme Risk Protection 
Orders (ERPO/Red Flag 
Laws) Save Lives*

In 2017, 39,773 people died from gun 
violence. 60% were suicides. And 
from 2006-2014, 6,875 people were 
fatally shot by an intimate partner.
FBI and State Analysis – The Trace

Assess the Risk 
Remove the Gun

A Law That Can Save Lives
• In 2018, MA passed an Extreme Risk 

Protection Order* 

• That law, through a court process, 
allows for the removal of a gun or guns 
from any person deemed by the court 
to be a risk to others or to themselves.

• The petition can be filed through a 
district court or, in an emergency, a local 
police department

• These laws are lowering suicide rates, 
domestic abuse deaths, and helping to 
identify mass shooting possibilities. 

What you need to know ............ over

Protection Orders 

Remove the Risk

Safe Storage Could  
Save Your Child’s Life

The Children’s Hospital of  
Philadelphia Research Institute reports 
that 1.7 million children live in homes 
with unlocked, loaded guns and that 
89% of unintentional shooting deaths 
of children occur at home.

An Unsecured Gun
A Curious Child
A Terrible Tragedy

What can you do to save a life?
If you own one or more guns:

• Make sure they are not loaded.

• Use a gun lock on each gun and store in 
a locked location.

• Store ammunition in a locked location 
separate from gun.

• Studies show children know where your 
“hiding places” are and “hiding places” 
are not safe storage.

• Unless your weapon is in your DIRECT 
possession, it needs to be locked up or 
secure. It’s the law! *

*MA Gun Law Chapter 140, § 131L

 How you can help save lives ..... over

Safe Gun Storage  

Lock It Up!
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We can all make a  
difference in preventing  
predictable gun tragedies  
even if we do not own a gun.

Knowing the issues ……………. over

Please help us circulate this information! The campaign brochure is available  
in plastic stands for both tables and bulletin boards as well as other general 
uses. Shipping and handling charges may apply for orders off the Cape. 

Please continue to see the full brochure, and email us 
at capecodgagv@gmail.com to let us know of your interest  
and requirements.

If you do not have a use for the brochure, any donations would be  
greatly appreciated, and will be applied to the marketing of this brochure 
and our ongoing efforts on gun safety and common-sense gun legislation.

Donate

Grandmothers
Against Gun Violence

To donate by mail send your check to: Grandmothers Against Gun Violence • PO Box 877 • Barnstable, MA 02630
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